ME, SCHUYLEE’S PEELIMINAEY EEPOET 


ON THE 

MOSLEM ATEOCITIES. 


The following is the preliminary report of Mr. Schuyler, the American 
Consul-General, to the Hon. Horace Maynard, the American Minister, resident 
in Constantinople. At the date of its appearance, Mr. Schuyler was still in the 
ravaged district pursuing his inquiries. 


Philippopolis, Avgust 10, 1876. 

Sik, — I n reference to the atrocities and massacres committed by the Turks in 
Bulgaria, I have the honour to inform you that I have visited the towns of 
Adrianople, Philippopolis, and Tatar-Bazardjik, and the villages of Stenimakho, 
Kadi-Keni, Kritshma, Perustitsa, Peshtera, Badulovo, Batak, Kalaglari, Pana- 
gurishta (Otluk-kui), Koprishtitsa (Avrat-Alan), and Klissura (Persiden or 
Dervent), in the districts of Philippopolis and Bazardjik. 

Prom what I have personally seen, and from the inquiries I have made and 
the information I have received, I have ascertained the following facts. 

During the last winter and spring, agents of the Bulgarian Committee at 
Bucharest made an agitation in Bulgaria for an insurrection against the Turkish 
Government, and met with considerable encouragement among the younger part 
of the population. Owing to the betrayal of the plot, the insurrection broke 
out prematurely on the 1st and 2nd of May in the villages of Klissura, Koprish- 
titsa, Panagurishta, Novo Selo, Bellova, and, perhaps, one or two others. There 
was great alarm, and even a panic, at Tatar-Bazardjik and Philippopolis ; 
numerous telegrams were sent to the Porte for regular troops, which after some 
delay were refused. The Beys of Philippopolis and Adrianople practically seized 
on the government, and armed the Mussulman inhabitants of the town and of the 
country, arms being sent for that purpose from Adrianople and Constantinople. 
These armed Mussulmans, called irregular troops or Bashi-Bazouks, were then, 
together with the few regular troops at hand, sent into a campaign against the 
• Bulgarian villages, for the purpose of putting down the insurrection, and of 
disarming the Christian population. But few Circassians seem to have been 
employed at this time. Their settlements are east of Adrianople. It was a 
levee cn masse of the Mussulman villages against their Christian neighbours. 


ripeABapMTe;iHn5iT ^OKaa^ Ha mmctt>p CKanaep 


3a MIOCIO/lMailCKM i e ^KeCTOKOCTM 


ToBa e npe4BapMTe^LHMaT 4010134 Ha mmcti>p CKairiep, aMepracaHCKiMT reHepa^ieH KOHcym 40 HeroBo 
npeBT>3xo4MTeACTBO Xopac MefiHap4, aMepMKaHCKMUT nMHOMomeH mmhmc n>p b KoHCTaHTMHono^i. IIo BpeMe Ha 
HeroBaTa nouBa mmctt>p CKainiep Bee ome 6eme b onycTOmeHMn pafioH, KaTO M3BT>pmBame CBoeTO pa3Cie4BaHe. 

(^mamuouoamc, 10 aBiycT 1876 ro4MHa 

Ci>p, BIB Bpi)3Ka cbc 3BepcTBaTa m KiaHeTaTa, M3BT>pnieHM ot TypiiMTe b EMrapna, hmbm necTTa 4a bh 
MHcj)opMMpaM, ie noceTMx rpa40BeTe A4piiaHono^, (^ mammouoamc , TaTap-na3ap4iKMK m ce^iaTa CTeraiMaKO, Ke4M- 
KeHM, KpMHMM, riepymMiia, Pa4yAOBo, EaTaK, Ka^arapn, ElaHariopMme (OMyK-KBofi), KonpuBmima (ABpaT-A^iaH) 
m ICiMcypa (riepcM4eH mam ^epBeHT) b oS^acTMTe Ha Omamuomoamc m na3ap4iKMK. 

Ot oHOBa, Koero ammho BM4 ax, m ot MOiiTe pa3Cie4BaHMii m no^yneHaTa MHijjopMaijMii, ycTaHOBMx 
oie4HMTe (JjaKTM. 

no BpeMe Ha MiiHa^raTa 3MMa m npo^ieT, areHTM Ha SiGrapcKMii kommtct b Eyxypem M3BT.pmMxa arMTaimii 
b E'MrapM.H 3a BtCTaHiie cpemy TypcKOTO npaBiiTe^iCTBO, Karo no^ynMxa 3HanMTeMHO m ctmecTBeHO HacbpieHMe 
Bcpe 4 no-M^ia 4 aTa nacr ot Hace^eHTieTO. nopa 4 M npe 4 aTe^iCTBO Ha 3aroBopa BtCTaHiieTO M36yxHa npe 4 BapMTeMHo 
Ha 1 m 2 Mail b ce^raTa KiMcypa, KonpMBiipma, naHanopume, Hobo ce^io, Ee^iOBO m BeponTHO e 4 HO mam 4 Be 4 pyrM. 
Ha^iime 6 eme toahmo Se3noKOMCTBO, m 4 opn naHHKa, b TaTap-na3ap4iKMK m © mamuouoamc ; Suxa ii3npaTeHii 
mhoto Te^erpaMM Ha nopTaTa c MCKaHe 3a M3npamaHe Ha pe 40 BHM bomckm, komto Gie 4 m 3 bcctho 3aKT>CHeHMe Suxa 
OTKa3aHM. EefiOBeTe Ha ©M^Hinono^iMC m A 4 pMaHono^i npaKTMiecKM B3exa B^acTTa b pimeTe cm m B r bop r t.:»cMxa 
miogomm aHCKOTO rpa 4 CKO m ceMCKO Hace,ieHMe, KaTO Suxa M3npaTeHM opiiKMn ot A 4 pMaHono^i m KoHCTaHTHHono^i. 
Te3M Btopt^KeHM MKiciOMMaHM, HapeneHM Hepe 40 BHM bomckm mam SaniMSosyim, Suxa ToraBa 3ae4HO c Ma^iKOTO 
KOMMiecTBO Ha^LMHHM pe 40 BHM bomckm, M3npaTeHM bt.b BoeHHa aKT(MTi cpemy SiGrapcKMTe Ce^LMTL[a, c iie^i 4 a ce 
noTyniM BtCTaHMeTO m 4 a ce oSe3opT>iKM xpmctmuhckoto Hace^ieHMe. Ho M3no^i3BaHMTe qepKe3M b oh 3 m momcht 
Suxa HeKO^mMHa . Te iKMBenT ho m3tok ot A 4 pMaHono^i. ToBa Seine MacoBO Ha 4 MraHe Ha miogomm aHCKMTe ceanma 
Cpemy XpMCTMUHCKMTe CBCe 4 M. 
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BicTaHauHTe ceaHipa 0Ka3axa ManKa hhh HHKaKBa cmpoTHBa. B mhoto cayaail Te npenaaoxa CBOHTe optama npn 
m>pBO noiicKBaHe. Hohth bchhkh ceaHiaa, kohto 6axa aTaKyBaHH ot 6amH6o3yqHTe 6axa H3ropeHH h pa3rpa6eHH, KaKTO h 
ohc3h, kohto 6axa H30CTaBeHH ot yacaceHMTe aaiTeaH. JKHTeaHTe Ha HaKOH ceaHiqa 6axa 3aKJiaHH caea npoaBJieHna Ha Hafi- 
KpiBoacaHHa acecTOKOCT, h H3HacnnBaHeTO He caMO Ha aceHH h MOMHaeTa, ho aopn h Ha anna ot apyrna noa. Te3H 
npecTtnaeHHa 6axa H3Bi>piiieHH KaKTO ot peaoBHHTe bohckh, TaKa h ot 6aniH6o3yHHTe. 

EpoaT Ha ceaHiqaTa, kohto 6axa H3ropeHH KaTO qaao nan OTaacTH b o6aacTHTe Ha ctnannonoaHC, Ponayil h TaTap- 
na3apaacHK e Hail-MaaKO meilceT h neT, ot kohto HMeHaTa ca KaKTO caeasa: 


OEJIACT HA fEHJIHnOnOJIMC 


HMeHa Ha ceanmaTa 

Kbihh 

Up>pKBH 

YanaHHia 

CHHaacepan 

200 

1 

1 

CTapo Hobo ceao 

300 

1 

1 

EneiHHHHa 

90 

1 

1 

KpTjCTOBO 

100 

1 

1 

Y3yH-repeH 

70 

- 

- 

Epean 

200 

1 

1 

Capn-rroa 

45 

- 

- 

AHBaaacHK 

50 

- 

- 

namTyma 

20 

1 

- 

3ape6aKa 

90 

1 

1 

Jhn-Kopaa 

140 

1 

1 

Ko3apcKO 

110 

1 

1 

L[apacoBO 

- 

- 

- 

nepyniHHa 

400 

2 

2 

y3yaacaK-KHpem 

- 

- 

- 

JleniKa 

- 

- 

- 

CaBaaaca 

- 

- 

- 

CTy6BHqa 

- 

- 

- 

Pera 

- 

- 

- 

lOHaacyaap 

- 

- 

- 

KaBaK-rape 

- 

- 

- 

Hapnc-KeHH 

- 

- 

- 


OEJIACT HA POI mv[| 


Eohkobo 

60 | 1 

1 

flyaoBo 

20 H3TOpeHH KBIHH 


Chtobo 

Pa3rpa6eHO, ho He H3ropeHO 



OEJIACT HA TATAP nA3AP,ZPKHK 


Kancypa 

700 

1 

2 

KonpiiBiHHHa 

Pa3rpa6eHa, He H3ropeHa 


EaTaK 

900 

1 

3 

BueTpoHa 

600 

1 

1 

CTpeaaa 

440 

1 

1 

nonHHHH 

- 

1 

1 

PaayaoBO 

160 

1 

1 

Kapa-Myca6 

- 

1 

1 

CaaBOBHiia 

- 

1 

1 

AKaHaacneBO 

- 

1 

1 

HaHaKaneBO 

- 

1 

1 

^oraHOBO 

- 

- 

- 
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DISTRICT OP TATAR BAZARDJIK — {continued). 


* 

,W 


< 


Names of Villages 


Ilshitsa .... 


— 

Kalaglari (mixed) . 

. 

160 

Jumaya .... 


— 

Keneli .... 


— 

Galaka .... 


— 

Dere-orman 


— 

Syrt-orman. 


— 

Tskyra .... 


— 

Novo-Selo .... 


— 

Bega .... 


GO 

O hi] ill an .... 


— 

Ellidere .... 


— 

Eshi-Kashli. 


80 

Liamovo .... 


— 

Shiakhlare .... 


— 

Kulata .... 


— 

Kasapli .... 


— 

Tserovo .... 


150 

Hadjili .... 


— 

Dinkata . ... 


— 

Karesli . 


— 

Zlakatchen 


— 

Slchukovo .... 


— 

Kaloyerovo 


— 

Lusitchovo . ... 


— 

Metclika .... 


— 

Petritch .... 


— 

Leshnitso . . 


— 

Panagurishta (Otluk-kui) . 


3000 


Houses. 


Cliurclies. 

1 

1 

1 


Schools. 

1 

1 

1 


This list may not be. entirely correct, as many towns have both Turkish and 
Bulgarian names, and they may be repeated in one or two instances. Some 
villages, too, are probably omitted. Owing to the absence of statistics, it is 
impossible exactly to ascertain the population of each village, and in many cases 
I have not been able to learn the number of houses. In general, as long as the 
patriarch or father of a family is alive, his married sons live with him, so that 
there are frequently families of 15, 20, and even of 30 persons. The population 
of a village would be therefore larger than for the same number of houses in 
other countries. In the larger villages the lower stories of. the houses are Of 
stone, the roofs are tiled, the streets are paved, and there is a general air of 
comfort and well-being. Particular attention was given by the troops to the 
churches and schools, which in some cases were destroyed with petroleum and 
gunpowder. The altars were overturned, the pictures painted on the walls 
scratched and pierced, and the holy places defiled and desecrated. 

Besides the villages, four monasteries were burned— St. Teodor, near Peru- 
stitsa ; the Panagia and the Bezsrabrinitsa, near Kritshma ; and St. Nicolas, 

near Kaloyerovo. . 

The Turks allege that many of these villages were burned by the insurgents 
for the purpose of compelling the Bulgarian inhabitants to join them. I am 
unable to find that such was the case in more than two or three instances, and 
even here the proof is very weak. At Bellova the insurgents burned the rail- 
way station, in which some Zaptiehs had taken icfuge. 

It is very difficult to estimate the number of Bulgarians who were killed duimg 
the few days that the disturbances lasted, but I am inclined to put 15,000 as the 
lowest for the districts I have named. 


nl 
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OE/LACT HA TATAP nA3AP4^CMK-npo4T>^^ceHne 


HMeHa Ha cenmija 

Ktiijn 

HtpKBM 

YHHAHUJ,a 

E^LHIMIja 

- 

1 

1 

Ka^arapii 

160 

1 

1 

4^yMan 

- 

1 

1 

KeHe^iM 

- 

- 

- 

YaAaKa 

- 

- 

- 

4epe-opMan 

- 

- 

- 

CMpT-opMaH 

- 

1 

1 

TiiKiapa 

- 

- 

- 

Hobo ceao 

- 

1 

1 

Bera 

60 

1 

1 

OAA'JKyAaH 

- 

1 

1 

EaM^epe 

- 

1 

1 

EuiM-KamyiM 

80 

- 

- 

ylnaMOBO 

- 

- 

- 

IHnaiciape 

- 

1 

1 

Ky^iaTa 

- 

1 

1 

Ka3anAH 

- 

- 

- 

U,epoBO 

150 

1 

1 

Xa4vKM4IM 

- 

- 

- 

4wHKaTa 

- 

1 

1 

Kapecan 

- 

- 

- 

3^iaKaTHeH 

- 

1 

1 

IIIyKOBO 

- 

1 

1 

Ka^LoiiepoBO 

- 

1 

1 

ylMCMHeBO 

- 

1 

1 

Me^Ka 

- 

1 

1 

neTpMH 

- 

- 

- 

AeiHHmja 

- 

- 

- 

naHariopnme (OrayK-Kion) 

3000 

2 

3 


To 3 m cimcbK Bepo^THO He e HairiuiHO ToneH, tbm KaTO MHoro rpa40Be MMaT k 3 kto TypcKH, Taxa n St^irapcKH MMeHa, KaTO 
Taxa MoraT 4a 6i>4aT noconeHM hxkoako itbtm. Hhkom ce^inma cliijo Taxa BepoiiTHO ca nponycHaTM. llopa4M yinncaTa Ha 
craTHCTHKa He e bt> 3 mo:>kho tohho 4a ce ycraHOBM ko^iko e Hace^eHneTO Ha boiko OT4e^iHO ce^Miije n b mhoto caynaM He ycnnx 4a 
Hayna 6po.a Ha KLu^MTe. KaTO hjlao, 40KO/LKOTO naTpnapx hah 6am;a Ha ceMencTBO e ^kmb, HeroBMTe o>KeHeHn cmhobc ^kmbc^t 
3ae4HO c Hero, TaKa ne necro m>TM ctmecTByBaT ceMencTBa ot 15, 20 m 4opn 30 HOBeica. Taxa Hace^ieHneTO Ha bcako ce^inme 
BeponTHO e no-ro^^MO otko^lkoto clh];m 6pon Ha kbii^h b 4pym 4 , Lp^caBM. B no-roAeMMTe no-HMCKMTe eTa^KM ca 

HanpaBeHM ot KaMT>K, noKpHBHTe ca noKpHTM c KepeMM4M, y^nunTe ca naBMpaHM m KaTO u;iiyio ctmecTByBa y4o6cTBO, cnoKOMCTBue 
m 6/Laro4eHCTBHe. OcoSeHO BHMMaHne 6eme OKa3aHO ot CTpaHa Ha BOMHmjnTe Ha m>pKBMTe n ynn/mmaTa, komto b ronton cviynaM 
6nxa pa3pymeHH c neTpo^i h 6apyT. CXiTapMTe 6axa npeoStpHaTM, HapucyBaHUTe pucyHKM no CTeHMTe 6nxa Ha4pacKaHH m 
M 36o4eHM, a CBeTHTe MecTa 6nxa ocKBepHeroi. 

OcBeH ce^MHi;aTa 6^xa M3ropeHM neTnpn MaHacmpa - Cbctm T040P, 40 nepymmja, IlaHamn m Be3cpe6peHMija, 40 
KpMHMM, h Cbctm HnKo^iaM, 40 KaAOMepOBO. 

Typ4MTe TBT>p4riT, ne MHoro ot ce^LnmaTa ca 6 hah 3 anaAeun ot caMHTe BtcraHMUM, 3a 4a HaxapaT 6r>yirapcKMTe ^tMTe^iM 
4a ce npMCT>e4Mrorr kbm tax. He MO^tax 4a ycraHOBn, ne Taxa cronxa HenjaTa b noBene ot 4Ba hah Tpn CAynan, a b Te3n 4Ba hah 
hah CAynan 40Ka3aTe^iCTBaTa ca MHoro caa6M. B Ee^iOBO BBCTaHMUMTe no4nayiMxa rapaTa, b koato ce 6nxa yKpn^in h^iko^lko 
3anTMeTa. 


Mhoto e Tpy4HO 4a ce ycraHOBM TOHHun 6pon Ha 6i>yirapMTe, komto 6nxa y6nTM no BpeMe Ha npo4T>^i^KM^iMTe roiKO/LKO 
4 hm 6e3pe4nu;n, ho cbm cioiOHeH 4a nocona u;n(j)paTa ot 15 000 KaTO Haii-Ma^iKaTa bt> 3 mo:»cho 3a Ha30BaHMTe ot mch oS^iacTM. 
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THE TURKISH ATROCITIES IN BULGARIA. 


Ihe manner in which the troops did their work will he seen from a few details 
gathered on the spot from persons who escaped from the massacre. 

Peeustitsa, a town of 400 houses, and between 3,000 and 4,000 inhabitants, 
took no active part in the insurrection. Becoming alarmed at the attitude of the 
Turks in the neighbouring villages, the inhabitants sent a deputation to Aziz 
Pacha, the Mutessarif of Philippopolis, for regular troops to defend them. He re- 
turned them a written message that he had no troops to send, and that they must 
defend themselves. When the Bashi-Bazouks appeared before the town they there- 
fore refused to surrender, entrenched themselves in a church, retreating finally 
to another, and held out for five daySjhmtil they saw the regular troops under 
Rashid Pacha, when the remainder gave themselves up. Many of the inha- 
bitants escaped at the beginning of the struggle ; but many were shot down. 
The church was bombarded, and about 1,000 in all were killed — many of them 
women and children. The town was pillaged and completely burned ; not a 
single house being now standing. Many women were violated. The floor of 
the church, the churchyard, and many of the gardens were dug up afterwards 
in search for buried treasure. The Bashi-Bazouks here were commanded by 
Ahmed Aga of Tamrysh, who was subsequently rewarded with a silver medal. 

Klissuka was nearly twice the size of Perustitsa and proportionately richer, 
as many of the inhabitants were engaged in the manufacture of attar of roses, 
and many were merchants travelling through the country. The insurrectionary 
movement began here on the 2nd of May, but it was not until the 12th that the 
Bashi-Bazouks, under the command of Tussum Bey of Karlovo, attacked the 
place. A few shots were fired, when the villagers surrendered and fled to 
Koprishtitsa, and to the mountains. More than 250 Bulgarians were killed, 
chiefly women and children. The Turks claim that fourteen Mussulmans (in 
part gipsies) were killed before and during the fight. As soon as the Bashi- 
Bazouks entered the town they pillaged it and burned it. Among other things, 
450 copper stills used in making attar of roses were carried away to the Turkish 
villages. Subsequent parties carried off all that was left, even to the nails from 
the doors, and the tiles from the roofs. The church was desecrated and blown 
up. Tussum Bey for this exploit was decorated with the Medjidid. 

Kopeishtitsa (Avrat-Alan), although one of the first villages to rebel, was 
one of the last to be attacked. Warned by the fate of Klissura and Panagurishta, 
the leading inhabitants themselves arrested the ringleaders of the insurrection, 
and sent to Philippopolis for regular troops. In spite of this the bearers of sub- 
mission were fired on, and one, the priest Dontcho, was killed, the town was 
several times pillaged, many of the women were violated, and about thirty 
persons were killed. The town was not burned, and a general massacre was 
avoided by large presents of money paid by the leading inhabitants to the 
Turkish commanders. Three shots were, however, fired at the church, but did 
little damage. The villagers admit having killed ten Turks and forty gipsies, the 
latter being suspected of an intention to plunder the town. The Turks claim a 
total loss of seventy-one. 

Panagtjbishta (Otluk-kui) was attacked by a force of regular troops, to- 
gether with Bashi-Bazouks, on the 11th of May. Apparently no message to 
surrender was sent. After a slight opposition on the part of the insurgents the 
town was taken. Many of the inhabitants fled, but about 3,000 were massacred, 
the most of them being women and children. Of these about 400 belonged to the 
town of Panagurishta, and the others to nine neighbouring villages, the inha- 
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HamiHBT, no komto BOMCKOBiiTe nacTn CBipimixa CBoaTa paSoTa, me Same bm4*ih ot no4poSHOCTMTe m 
4aHHMTe, npe 40 CTaBeHM m cbSparai Ha Macro ot aiiu, a, M3SaraaM ot KaaHeTO. 

nEPYIIIMDA, rpa4 c 400 mp, m Meac4y 3 000 m 4 000 acMTeaM, He B 3 e 3 ktmbho yracrae bt>b BtCTaHiieTO. 
Cae4 Karo Saxa o6e3noKoeHM ot noBe4eHneTO Ha TypimTe b ci.ce4HMTe ceaMma, acMTeaMTe M3npaTMxa 4eaerarma 
40 A 3 tic narna, MiOTemapncJ) Ha OnaHnonoi, c MoaSa 3 a pe40BHii bomckm, komto 4a tm 3 am MTaT - Toil OTTOBopM, ne 
He MO^ce 4a M 3 npaTM bomckm m ne Te TpaSBa caMM 4a ce 3 amwTaBaT. KoraTO SaimiSosyrmTe ce noaBMxa npe4 rpa4a, 
acMTenMTe My cae40BaTeaHO OTKa 3 axa 4a ce npe4a4aT, yKpenMxa ce b e4Ha qipKa, HaKpaa OTCTtnMxa b 4pyra i^tpKBa 
m ce CBnpoTMBMTiBaxa b npo4T>M»ceHMe Ha neT 4 hm, 40KaTO BM4axa pe40BHMTe bomckm no4 KOMaH4BaHeTO Ha PauiM4 
nama, Koraro OCTaHaaMTe ce npe4a40xa. Mhoto ot acMTeaMTe M 3 Saraxa b HanaaoTO Ha cxBaTKaTa; ho mhoto m Saxa 
pa 3 crpeaaHM. H, r bpKBaTa 6eme 6oM6ap4MpaHa n OKoao 1 000 4yiiiM Saxa ySMTM - mho3mh3 ot Tax Saxa 4eiia m 
acerai. rpa4T>T 6eme orpaSeH m M 3 ijaao M 3 ropeH; Karo cera HSMa m e4Ha oiieaaaa KT>ma. Mhoto acerai Saxa 
M 3 HacMyieHM . rio4i)T Ha LjT>pKBaTa, 4T.pKOBHMTiT 4Bop m MHoro rpa4MHM Saxa CAeA TOBa pa 3 KonaHM b TtpceHe Ha 
3 apoBeHM CBKpoBMma. Eaimi 6 o 3 yimTe Saxa KOMaH4B3HM ot AxMe4 ara ot TaMpMin, komto Bnocae4CTBMe Seine 
Harpa4eH cbc cpeSipeH Me4aa. 

KMMCyPA Seme nonTM 4Ba m>TM no-roaaMa ot nepyiimpa m nponopimoHaaHO no-SoraTa, tbm KaTO 
MHOTO OT IKMTenMTe Saxa 3aeTM B np0M3B04CTB0T0 Ha p030B0 MatMO, K3KTO M MHOTO Saxa TtprOBI^M, KOMTO niTyBaxa 
m 3 CTpaHaTa. BicraHMeTO TyK 3anonHa Ha 2 -pn Mail, ho e4Ba Ha 12 -tm Mafi SaimiSosyimTe no4 KOM3H4BaHeTO Ha 
TocyH Sen ot KapaoBO aTaKyBaxa ceanmeTO. Eaxa npoM3Be4eHM caMO HaKoaKO M3CTpeaa, cae4 KoeTO ceaaHMTe ce 
npe 4 a 40 xa m noSamaxa kbm KonpMBimma m kbm naaramaTa. noBene ot 250 Siarapn Saxa ySMTM, raaBHO acerai m 
4ei(a. TypimTe TBBp4aT, ie neTMpMHa4eceT MiocioaMaHM (omac™ n Miami) Saxa ySMTM npe4M m no BpeMe Ha 
SarcTBOTO. Be4Hara moM SamiiSosyimTe Baa30xa b rpa4a, Te to naanKoeaxa m M3ropMxa. Bcpe4 mhototo 
naaTKOcaHM m oraeceHM ot TypimTe Hema, MoraT 4a ce OTSeaeacaT 450 Me4HM Ka3aHa, M3noa3BaHM 3 a HanpaBaTa Ha 
po30Bo Macao. Bnocae4CTBMe 4pyrM pa36oiiHinm OTHecoxa bcmhko, kocto Seme ocTaHaao, 4opn nMpoHMTe ot 
nopTMTe, m KepeMM 4 MTe ot noKpMBMTe. U,BpKBaTa Seme ocKBepHeHa, orpaSeHa m B3pMBeHa. TocyH Sen 3a Te3M cm 
cbom 4 eMCTBMa Seme Harpa 4 eH c Me 4 acM 4 Me. 

KOnPITBIUMDA (ABpaT-AaaH) BBnpeKM ne Seme e4HO ot ntpBMTe ceaMma, komto BBcraHaxa, Seme e4HO 
ot nocae4HMTe, Koero Seme aTaKyBaHO. IIpe4ynpe4eHO ot cviSaTa Ha Kancypa m naHariopMme, m>pBeHijMTe caMii 
apeciyBaxa B04anMTe Ha BBCTaHMeTO m M 3 npaTMxa CBoSmeHMe 40 OnaMnonoaMC 4a mm M 3 npaTaT pe40BHM bomckm. 
BBnpeKM TOBa no4HMHMMMTe ce Saxa yBoaHeHM, Karo e4MH ot Tax, CBemeHiiKBT ^ohho, Seme pa3CTpeaaH, rpa4BT 
Seme HaKoaKO ntra pa3rpaSeH, mhoto ot aceroiTe Saxa M3HacMaeHM, KaTO noBene ot TpM4eceT HOBeKa Saxa ySMTM. 
rpa4T.T He Seme M 3 ropeH, a BceoSmo KaaHe Seme npe40TBpaTeHO npe 3 npe40CTaBaHe Ha roaeMM no4apBim ot 
napn, komto nipBeHLiMTe HanpaBMxa Ha TypcKMTe KOMaH4MpM . Eaxa OTnpaBeHM rpm M 3 CTpeaa kbm ippKBaTa, ho Te 
npMHMHMxa MaaKM Bpe4M. )KMTeaMTe Ha ceanmeTO npM 3 H 3 BaT, ne ca yS mam 4eceT Typim m neTMpM4eceT ninaHii, 
KaTO nocae4HMTe ca 6mam 3 an 0403 peHM c TOBa, ne ca MCKaaM 4a orpaSaT m naaiKOcaT rpa4a. TypimTe TBBp4aT, ne 
TexHMTe 3 aiySM BB 3 aM 3 aT Ha ce4eM4eceT m e4MH 4yiiiM. 

nAHAriOPMIHE (OTayK-KBoii) Seme aTaKyBaHO ot bochhm nacTM, CBCToaiim ce ot pe40BHM bomckm m 
SaimiSosyim Ha 11 Mail. OneBM4HO He Seme OTnpaBeHO ctoSmeHMe kbm acMTeaMTe 4a ce npe4a4aT. Mhoto ot Tax 
M 3 Saraxa, ho okomo 3 000 Saxa M 3 KaaHM, Karo noBeneTO ot tux Saxa ikchm m 4eiia. Ot tux 400 Saxa ot naHariopMme, 
a ocTaHaaMTe ot ci>ce4HMTe ceaMma, 
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bitants of which had taken refuge there. Four hundred buildings, including 
the bazaar and the largest and best houses, were burned. Both churches were 
completely destroyed, and almost levelled to the ground. In one an old man 
was violated on the altar, and afterwards burned alive. Two of the schools 
were burned, the third — looking like a private house— escaped. From the 
numerous statements made to me, hardly a woman in the town escaped violation 
and biutal treatment. The ruffians attacked children of eight and old women 
of eighty, sparing neither age nor sex. Old men had their eyes torn out and 
their limbs cut off, and were then left to die, unless some more charitably dis- 
posed man gave them the final thrust. Pregnant women were ripped open and 
the unborn babes carried triumphantly on the points of bayonets and sabres, 
while little children were made to bear the dripping heads of their comrades'. 
This scene of rapine, lust, and murder was continued for three days, when the 
survivors were made to bury the bodies of the dead. The perpetrators of these 
atrocities were chiefly regular troops commanded by Hafiz Pacha. The Turks 
claim and the villagers admit the death of fourteen Mussulmans, two of whom 
were women who were killed with arms in their hands during a conflict with a 
party that refused to surrender to the insurgents. 

While pillage reigned supreme at Koprishtitsa, and lust at Panagurishta, at 
Batak the Turks seemed to have no stronger passion than the thirst for blood. 
This village surrendered without firing a shot, after a promise of safety, to the 
Bashi-Bazouks, under the command of Ahmed Aga, of Burutina, a chief of the 
rural police. Despite his promise, the few arms once surrendered, Ahmed Aga 
ordered the destruction of the village and the indiscriminate slaughter of the 
inhabitants, about a hundred young girls being reserved to satisfy the lust of 
the conqueror before they too should be killed. I saw their bones, some with 
the flesh still clinging to them, in the hollow on the hill side, where the dogs 
were gnawing them. Not a house is now standing in the midst of this lovely 
valley. The saw mills— for the town had a large trade in timber and sawn 
boards— which lined the rapid little river, are all burned, and of the 8,000 inha- 
bitants not 2,000 are known to survive. Fully 5,000 persons, a very large pro- 
portion of them women and children, perished here, and their bones whiten the 
ruins, or their putrid bodies infect the air. The sight of Batak is enough to 
verify all that has been said about the acts of the Turks in repressing the Bul- 
garian insurrection. And yet I saw it three months after the massacre. On 
every side were human bones, skulls, ribs, and even complete skeletons, heads 
of gii-ls still adorned with braids of long hair, bones of children, skeletons still 
encased in clothing. Here was a house the floor of which was white with the 
ashes and charred bones of thirty persons burned alive there. Here was the 
spot where the village notable Trandafil was spitted on a pike and then roasted, 
and where he is now buried ; there was a foul hole full of decomposin g bodies, 
here a mill dam filled with swollen corpses ; here the school house, where 200 
women and children who had taken refuge there were burned alive, and here 
the church and churchyard, where fully a thousand half-decayed forms were 
still to be seen, filling the enclosure in a heap several feet high, arms, feet, 
and heads protruding from the stones which had vainly been thrown there to 
hide them, and poisoning all the air. 

Since my visit, by orders of the Mutessarif, the Kaimakam of Tatar Bazardjik 
was sent to Batak, with some lime to aid in the decomposition of the bodies, and 
to prevent a pestilence. 

Ahmed Aga, who commanded at the massacre, has been decorated and pro- 
moted to the rank of Yuz-bashi. 

These atrocities were clearly unnecessary for the suppression of the insurrec- 


tmmto yKureAii Snxa nortpcMALM ySeiKMme b rpa4a. HeTMpMCTOTMH crpa4M, BKAiiOHMTeyiHo na3api>T m Haii-roALeMMTe 
m Hafi-xy6aBM kmhh Suxa M3ropeHM. Cimo TaKa m 4BeTe mbpraM Saxa Ham>AiHO pa3pymeHM, Karo nonTM Snxa 
M3paBHeHM cbc 3eMirra. B e4Ha ot Tax crapeii 6eme winaciiAen Ha cMTapa, a CAie4 TOBa Seine roropeH ikmb. /3,Be ot 
ynM^mmaTa Saxa M3ropeHM, TpeTOTO - Koero ii3Meac4ame Karo nacTHa rai(a - oijeAui. Ot MHoacecTBOTO 
M3Ka3BaHiia, koiito nyx e4Ba am MMa aceHa b rpa4a, kouto 4a He e Siiaa M3HacMAieHa mam c KoaTO 4a He ca ce OTHearii 
acecTOKO. Pa3SoMHML(MTe ca Hana4aaii oceMro4MniHM 4eL(a m oceM4eceTro4MHiHM crapMim, Karo He ca aca^ean hmto 
BT>3pacTTa, hmto noAia. I43Baac4aMM ca oiMTe Ha mapim, OTpa3BaMM ca mm Kp a ii h m n Mie, KaTO CAie4 TOBa ca tm 
ocTaBaMM 4a yMpaT, ocbch aKO HaKofi ho-mmmoctmb HOBeK He mm e HaHacaa nocMe4HMa y4ap. EpeMeHHM aceHM Saxa 
M3KopMBaHM, a Hepo4eHM 4eiia Saxa hocchm TpMyMtjiaALHO Ha BtpxoBeTe Ha mMKOBeTe m aTaraHMTe, 40KaT0 m33km 
4eiia Saxa KapaHM 4a HOcaT OTpa3aHMTe raaBM Ha cbom 4pyrapHeTa. Ta3M ciiera Ha Hacn ams., noxoT m ySMMcraa 
npo4T>aacM TpM 4HM 40 MOMema, b komto oueMeaMTe Saxa HaicapaHM 4a norpeSaT TeAiaTa Ha MtpTBMTe. 
I43BT>pmMTeMMTe Ha Te3M acecTOKOCTM Saxa ochobho pe40BHM bomckm, KOMaH4BaHM ot Xacj)e3 narna. TypimTe 
TBT>p4aT m ceaaHMTe npM3H3BaT CMtpTTa Ha neTMpMHa4eceT miocioaim bhm, 4Be ot komto Saxa aceHM, komto 
miocioaim aHM Saxa ySMTM, CAie4 Karo Hocexa opiacMe b prmeTe cm no BpeMe Ha cxBaTKa m oie4 otk33 4a ce npe4a4aT 
Ha BTjCTaHMLJMTe. 

/3,OKaTO naaHKOCBaHeTO m rpaSeaciT BAia4eexa b KonpiiBimma, a noxorra - b naHanopMme, b EaTaK 
TypimTe M3Meac4ame, ne HaMaxa no-CMAHa CTpacT ot acaac4aTa 3a KpiB. ToBa ceanme ce npe4a4e Se3 4a npoM3Be4e 
m e4MH M3CTp eA, CAie4 Karo My 6e oSemaHO 4a Svie noma4eHO, Ha 6aiiiM6o3yimTe no4 kom aH4B3HeTO Ha AxMe4 ara 
ot EapyTMHa, raaBaTa Ha ceacKaTa moamm,ma. BinpeKM CBoeTO oSemaHMe, m CAie4 Karo MaMKOTO no KOMnnecTBO 
opiacne Seme npe4a4eHO, AxMeT ara Hape4M pa3pymaBaHeTO Ha cennmeTO, k3kto m Se3 KaKBaTO m 4a e 
4MCKpMMMHa4Mn KaaHe Ha bcmhkm yKMTGAM, Karo okoalo cto MAaAM 4e bomkm Saxa 3ana3eHM, 3a 4a y40BneTBopnT 
noxoTTa Ha 3aBoeBaTeMn, cne4 KoeTO ci>mo TpnSBame 4a SviaT ySMTM. Bn 411X TexHMTe koctm, 3ae4HO c MecoTO, 
KoeTO Bee ome Bnceme no tux, b e4Ha Ma Ha xtALMa, KvieTO KyneTa to MOiK4exa. Cera hum a m e4Ha oiieALHAia Kima 
Bcpe4 t 33 m npeKpacHa aoamha. /l,T)CKope3HML(MTe - rpa4T>T npnTeiKaBa roAiHMa TtproBMn c 4T>pBeH MaTepnan - 
komto Saxa no4pe4eHM e4Ha 40 4pyra no npoTeAKeraie 6r.p3aTa MaAira peKa, bcmhkm Saxa M3ropeHM, KaTO ot 8 000 
yKMTGAM ce CMiiTa, ne ca oiieAieALM He noBene ot 2 000. Ha4 5 000 yKMTeAM, roAmMa nacT ot tux AKerai m 4ei(a, ca 
3ariiHaAiM TyK, Karo TexHMTe koctm noSenuBaT pyMHMTe malm TexHMTe THMenpL Tena MHcjjeKTMpaT BT>34yxa. I43TAie4 r bT 
Ha EaTaK e 40cra r rbHeH 4a noTBT.p4M bcmtko, kocto Seme Ka3aHO othocho 4eMCTBMHTa Ha TypimTe no noTymaBaHe 
Ha SinrapcKOTO BtCTaHiie. 14 Bee naK a3 to BM44X TpM Meceija CAie4 KaaHeTO. HaBCHKvie ce BM>K4axa HOBemKM 
koctm, nepenM, peSpa m 4opM l^alm CKeAieTM, TAiaBM Ha maaam MOMiireia, Bee ome yKpaceHM c mamtkm 4T>Aira Koca, 
koctm Ha 4e u,a, Bee ome Hepa3Aio>KeHM TpynoBe, oSAieneHM b 4pexM. I4Mame nma, hmmto no4 Seme noSeAiHAL ot 
npaxa m oB'BTAieHMTe koctm Ha TpM4eceT 4ymM, komto Saxa >kmbii M3ropeHM. ToBa Seme muctoto, KimeTO ceALCKMUT 
nipBeHeii TpeH4acj)MAL Seme HaSyneH Ha koai m CAie4 TOBa Seme oneneH Ha muctoto, KT>4eTO Seme nocAie norpeSaH. 
I4Mame MptCHa aMa, M3m>AiHeHa c pa3AiaramM ce TeAia, a ci>mo m B04eHMHHa Ba4a, M3m>ALHeHa c no4nyxHaALM 
TpynoBe. TyK Seme m yMMAMm,Ma crpa4a, KT>4eTO 200 noTtpcMALM yKpMTMe ikchm m 4eiia Snxa M3ropeHM ikmbm. 
Bm4hx m 4T.pKBaTa m tvbpkobhmii 4Bop, KT>4eTo noBene ot xmaxaz noALypa3ALoaceHM Tpyna oSpa3yBaxa KynnMHa c 
BMCOHMHa ot HiiKOALKO (J)yra, KaTO pime, KpaKa, Se4pa m TAiaBM ce noKa3Baxa M3Meac4y KaMtHMTe, Hanpa3HO 
XBT.pAieHM TaM, 3a 4a TM npMKpMTIT M3BT>pmeHOTO, KaTO BOHTITa OTpaBOTLie M,eAMA BT>34yX. 

CAie4 MoeTo nocemeHMe no HapeiK4aHe Ha MK)4iopmapM(J)a KaMMaKaHMHBT Ha TaTap-TIa 3 ap 4 iKMK Seme 
M 3 npaTeH b EaTaK, 3 ae 4 HO c Bap, kouto 4a ycKopn pa 3 AiaraHeTO Ha TpynoBeTe m 4a npe40TBpaTM enM4eMMn. 

AxMe4-ara, komto KOMaH4Bame KAiaHeTO Seme Harpa4eH m noBMmeH b paHr io36amM. 

Te 3 M iKecTOKOCTM He Saxa Hyacrai 3a noTymaBaHeTO Ha BtCTaHMeTO, 
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tion, for it was an insignificant rebellion at the best, and the villagers generally 
surrendered at the first summons. Nor can they be justified by the state of 
panic, which was over before the troops set ont on the campaign. An attempt, 
however has been made — and not by Turks alone — to defend and to palliate 
them on the ground of the previous atrocities which, it is alleged, were com- 
mitted by the Bulgarians. I have carefully investigated this point, and am 
unable to find that the Bulgarians committed any outrages or atrocities, or any 
acts which deserve that name. I have vainly tried to obtain from the Turkish 
officials a list of such outrages, but have heard nothing but vague statements. 
I was told by Kiani Pacha that the insurgents killed the wife and daughter of 
the Mudir of Koprishtitsa ; but this Mudir had recently gone there, and had 
left his wife at Eski Saara, where she still resides, and had no daughter. I was 
also told of the slaughter of the wife of the Mudir of Panagurishta, but at the 
time mentioned that village had no Mudir. I was referred for information to 
Hafiz Nuri EfEendi, a leading Turk of Philippopolis. In a very careful state- 
ment made by him, he sets the number of Mussulmans (including gipsies) 
killed during the troubles at 155, of whom twelve are women and children — 
the word children taken to mean any one under twenty years of age. I have 
been able to obtain proof of the death of only two of these women— at 
Panagurishta — who certainly were not intentionally killed. No Turkish 
women or children were killed in cold blood. No Mussulman women were 
violated. No Mussulmans were tortured. No purely Turkish village was 
attacked or burned. No Mussulman house was pillaged. No mosque was 
desecrated or destroyed. The report of the special Turkish Commissioner, 
Edib Efiendi, contains statements on this point, as on every other, which are 
utterly unfounded in fact, and the whole report may be characterised as a 
tissue of falsehoods. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

EUGENE SCHUYLER. 


The Honourable Horace Maynard, &c. 


BEADBCBT, AGKEW, & CO., PEIUTEES, WHlIErEIAES. 


rail Karo to 6eme Haii-MeKO Ka 3 aHo e4MH He 3 HanMTe,ieH SyHT, Karo ceimmaTa ce npe4a40xa npm m>pBo noMCKBaHe. 
Te 3 M acecTOKOCTM He MoraT 4a Si^aT onpaB4aHM m ot CBCTonHiieTO Ha naHHKa, kouto 3 ar,n>xHa npe4M M 3 npamaHeTO 
m HacranneHiieTO Ha pe40BHiiTe bomckm. BtnpeKM TOBa Seine HanpaBeH omiT - m He caMO ot TypiiiiTe - 4a 6i>4aT 
onpaB4aHM, OManoBaiKeHM m CMeKieHM Ha ocHOBaHiieTO Ha npe4xo4Hii ikcctokoctm, komto, k3kto ce tbt>P4m, Suxa 
M 3 BT.pmeHM ot SbmapMTe. BHMMaTe^iHO pa 3 (Me 4 Bax Ta 3 M TOiKa m He Mora 4a OTKpiin, ne Si^rapiiTe ca M 3 BT.pmM^ni 
M 3 cranneHMn, yacacn iiau ikcctokoctm, iiaii KaKBiiTO m 4a e 4eMCTBiM, komto 3 acMyacaBaT TaKMBa MMeHa. Hanpa 3 HO 
ce onMTBax 4a nonyna ot TypcKMTe ocJiiiuiia/iHii dyacMTemi ctimcbk c TaKMBa yacacM, ho He nyx 4pyro, ho caMO 
HencHM TBT.p4eHMn. KnaHM narna mm Ka 3 a, ne BtCTaHimMTe ca ySMMM iKeHaTa m 4T>mep>rra Ha MK)4iopa Ha 
KonpMBmMT(a, ho to3m MK>4iop Seme OTCKopo TaM, KaTO Seme ocTaBM a CBOUTa iKeHa b Eckm caapa, Kviero th Bee 
ome iKMBee, Karo ce OKa 3 a, ne tom H 9 Ma 4 T>mepii. Cramo TaKa mm Seme Ka 3 aHo 3a ySMiicTBO Ha iKeHaTa Ha MK) 4 iopa b 
IlaHariopMme, ho b oh3m momcht ceimmeTo HUMarne Mi04iop. BbnpaTMxa Me 4a norapca MHcjiopMaiiMii ot Xacj)M 3 
Hypn e(J>eH4M, e4MH ot TypipiTe m>pBeHijM Ha ®MMiinonoMMC. Toil mhoto BHMMareiHo ce M3Ka3a m noconM Spoil Ha 
ySMTMTe MiociOMMaHM (bkimmiwho ijMraHMTe) Ha 155 , ot komto 4BaHa4eceT ca >KeHM m 4ei(a - KaTO no4 4ei(a ce 
pa 3 SMpaT bcmhkm Auu,a no4 4Ba4eceT ro4iimHa BT> 3 pacT. Ycmix 4a ycTaHOBu CMipraa caMO Ha 4Be ot Te 3 M iKerai - b 
riaHariopMme - komto cbc cinypHOCT He Suxa yMMmieHO ySiiTM. TypcKa iKeHa mam 4eTe He Suxa ySMTM 
xaa4HOKp r bBHO. MiocKMMaHCKa iKeHa He Seme M 3 HacMneHa. MiocKMMaHiiH He Seme no4noiKeH Ha Mineraia. 
HMKoe 113411/10 TypcKO cernime He Seme aTaKyBaHO mam M 3 ropeHO. MiocKMMaHCKa Ki>ma He Seme orpaSeHa. 
/ 3 ,acaMMii He Seme ocKBepHeHa mam pa 3 pymeHa. /] 1 OK/La4 r bT Ha cneiiiia/LHiin TypcKM KOMMcap E4M6 e(J)eH4M CT>4T>p>Ka 
TBT>p 4 eHMH no T 03 M BT>npOC, K 3 KTO M no BCMHKM OCTaHa/LM, KOMTO Ca HanMHO HeoSoCHOBaHM (JjaKTMHeCKM, KaTO 
u,eAMxr 40Kaa4 MoiKe 4a Svie xapaKTepM 3 MpaH KaTO nneTeHima ot mt>ikm. 

A3 CbM, Cbp, 

McKpeHo Bam 


IO41KMH CKaimep 



